FAITH FORMATION

W to our first year of Faith Formation as St. Padre Pio Parish!

We will kick off our year on Wednesday, September 23, with the Feast Day Celebration of our patron saint,
Padre Pio. All families young and old are invited to attend from 7-9pm at the St. Cecilia site, where we will
celebrate Mass together, participate in activities, have some social time, and get a take-home bag of ideas for
starting your school year on the right foot. Everyone will also have an opportunity to meet the catechists for
the year, too!

$0000000000000¢

Tuition and Fees for the 2009- Qegisbnobion begins @ugusb aut""!

2010 year:
$30/one child Enclosed in this newsletter is the calendar for the

$55/two children year and copies of the registration form. Each
$80/three or more children child will need to have a registration form, and a

Catechists and aides receive free tuition copy of their baptlsmal certificate.

Please return completed registration forms and
tuition to either the Faith Formation Office, lo-
cated at the Our Lady of Fatima site, or in my

mailbox at St. Cecilia site. You may do this by
mail, in person, or through the Mass collection.

What’'s New?
+ Family Gatherings, p.2
+ Kindergarten & 1st Grade, p.3

+ Confirmation program, p.4
Please register by September 11™, so we have an

accurate list of students for our catechists.

Class Schedule:
Kindergarten & 1st Grade: Sundays, 8am (Elba) & 10am (Oakfield)
2nd Grade—5th Grade: Wednesdays 6:00—7:30pm (Elba)

6th Grade—S8th Grade: Sundays, 11lam—12:30pm (Oakfield)

Grades 9 —11(Confirmation): Sundays 6:30—S8pm (Elba),
Mondays 6:30—8pm (Oakfield)

Contact Information :
585-757-6891 (office) ~ 585-813-6165 (cell) ~ faith@stpadrepiony.org
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A Work in Progress: Faith Formation
UNDER, =égld

CONSTRUCTION

Merging the religious education programs of Our Lady of Fatima and St. Cecilia has been
an exciting challenge, and still continues to evolve. Getting past the logistics of location and
time, and thinking about what we hope the “end result” to be has been a major goal.

Our parish mission is to “Feed the Sheep”, taken from the Gospel passage where Jesus asks Peter to take care of
His flock. This mission is the mission of every organization in our parish, and faith formation is no exception. So
our team has been asking, “How do we, through faith formation, feed Christ’s sheep?”

This year, we have attempted to answer that question in a few different ways. Firstly, by offering three Family
Gatherings throughout the year. This will provide an opportunity for all ages to gather together in prayer,
reflection, and celebration, to nourish us spiritually. Many of us also enjoy the once-a-month Children’s Liturgies,
watching the children sit around the altar as Father explains the readings and join him during the Eucharistic
prayer. We plan to continue this at the Oakfield site, and expand the Children’s Liturgies to the Elba site,
welcoming our youngest children to participate in Mass. Finally, we have revamped the Confirmation program to
allow students to choose their classes, provide more hands-on activities, and work towards the sacrament at their
own pace, not based on a particular grade level.

As the year progresses, the Faith Formation Team will continue to research ideas and explore methods that will
best fit the needs of our community and discover ways we can invite people of all ages into a closer relationship
with Christ. We look forward to a year of learning and growth in service to our Lord!

St. Padre Pio Faith
Formation Team Members:

Fr. Art, P-astor Fami ’y
Megan Nixon, CRE Ga the l & | ngs

CETNERSEHELED]

Rose Elliott This year, we are excited to offer three Family Gatherings! These are
Sharon Korzelius events for parishioners of any age, and will usually center around a Mass or
o other liturgical celebration. Our Family Gatherings will also feature
Rhonda Natalizia L .
activities, an opportunity for outreach, and a take-home bag of resources

Mindy Stempin that provide ideas for celebrating Christ in your own home.

Joe Zawicki Our Family Gatherings will be held:

¢ September 23rd: Celebrating Padre Pio & the School Year
¢ December 6th: Celebrating St. Nicholas & Advent

¢ March 26th: Celebrating Lent & Holy Week

We can use volunteers to help with set-up and refreshments, organize
activities, or prepare take-home materials. If you are interested in helping,
please let any member of the team know!
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Pre-School, Kindergarten ¢ 1st (zrade

This year, we will continue with Children’s Bible Time for our 3 and 4 year olds during the 10am Mass at the St.
Cecilia site, with the hope of extending this ministry to the Our Lady of Fatima site in the near future. Children’s
Bible Time is a ministry that breaks open the Word for children in a fun and age-appropriate way.

Our Kindergarten and 1st grade will be combined this year. At this time, we have a catechist to teach at the 10am
Mass. If we are able to find a catechist to teach at the 8am, we will be able to offer the K & 1 class at that time as
well. Class for our K & 1st graders will be held for 45 minutes during the Sunday mass; Father will call the chil-
dren forward, bless them, and send them forth with their catechists to the classtoom. Once a month, children
will remain in Mass for Children’s Liturgy, which will be held at both sites.

If you are interested in learning more about our Children’s Bible Time program or the Kindergarten and 1st grade
classes, please contact Megan Nixon.

Elementary (Grades 2 -5)

Our Elementary classes, for children in grades 2-5, will be held on
Wednesday evenings, from 6:00—7:30pm, at the Our Lady of Fatima site.

Penance & Eucharist: We will be holding Parent Meetings on October 14th,
during class time, for those children who plan to celebrate First Penance or First

Eucharist this year. A letter will be sent home shortly regarding the schedule and
expectations for sacramental preparation.

Miaale School (Grades 6-6)

Classes for students in 6-8 grade will be held on Sundays, from 11:00am—12:30pm at the St. Cecilia site.
This year, we will begin to implement some “youth ministry” group activities into our classes, and also
focus on how we can serve our community.

We are still looking for a volunteer to teach 7th grade...if you know of someone who is interested, please
contact Megan Nixon.




Summer Office Hours:

9am? 12pm Monday, Wednesday, Friday @ Fatima
Site
10am12pm Tuesday, 2pm Wednesday @ Cecilia Site

Regqular Office Hours (starting September 9th):

10an? 2:30pm, Monday @ Cecilia site

10an® 2:30pm, Tuesday & Thursday @ Fatima
site

We’re on the Web!

@% www.padrepiony.org

Confirmation Program

(Grades 9

- 11)

Our Confirmation program has been reviewed and updated for the 2009-2010 year. Students will be able to
choose classes in the Fall, Spring, and Summer, once they have completed 8th grade. Each course will focus
on a specific topic and be 7 sessions in length. Class sizes are limited to 10 students, and will be filled on a
first come, first serve basis. Students can sign up for courses during office hours or by calling Mrs. Nixon.

Classes for the Fall will be:
1. Old Testament— Sundays 6:30- 8:00pm @ Elba

2. The Mass Experience—Sundays, first class 6:30-8:00pm, @ Elba
other class times will vary based on Masses we attend

3. Ministry & Vocations—Sundays, 6:30—8:00pm @ Elba
4. Transitional Course—Mondays, 6:30-8:00pm @ Oakfield

The fall semester will run from September—November. Spring semester will be from January to March, with

sign ups for that semester in December.

All students in grades 9-11 should have received detailed information on the Confirmation program. This
information included descriptions of courses offered and the number of courses needed before registering for
the Confirmation Experience course. If you have not received this information, please contact Mrs. Nixon at

your earliest convenience.




